CNIs: immediate benefits but storing problems for the future?
The barriers to the success of early patient and graft survival after liver transplantation have been progressively resolved. Now, strategies to provide this life-saving technique in quality-oriented and cost-effective manner in the long term are emerging as the next central issues. Beyond the first year of transplant, the risk of surgical complications and infection is reduced, and the incidence of rejection falls precipitously. Instead, attention is turning to minimization of recurrence of original diseases including malignancy and de novo diseases. Attempt to minimize toxicity of immunosuppressive agents and their potential negative impact on metabolic and renal function is another central issue. This is important especially in pediatric patients who are expected to survive at least more than decades after transplantation.